PART vi: 1776
fretful. I perceived, however, that he had so warmly cher-
ished the hope of enjoying classical scenes, that he could not
easily part with the scheme; for he said, 1 shall probably
contrive to get to Italy some other way. But I won't mention
it to Mr and Mrs Thrale, as it might vex them.' I suggested,
that going to Italy might have done Mr and Mrs Thrale
good. JOHNSON. 1 rather believe not, Sir. While grief is
fresh, every attempt to divert only irritates. You must wait
till grief be digested, and then amusement will dissipate the
remains of it.'
I said, I disliked the custom which some people had of
bringing their children into company, because it in a manner
forced us to pay foolish compliments to please their parents.
JOHNSON, 'You are right, Sir. We may be excused for not
caring much about other people's children, for there are
many who care very little about their own children. It may
be observed, that men, who from being engaged in business,
or from their course of life in whatever way, seldom see their
children, do not care much about them. I myself should not
have had much fondness for a child of my own.' MRS
THRALE. "Nay, Sir, how can you talk so?' JOHNSON. 'At
least, I never wished to have a child.9
On Thursday, April n, I dined with him at General
Paoli's. A journey to Italy was still in his thoughts. He said,
A man who has not been in Italy, is always conscious of an
inferiority, from his not having seen what it is expected a
man should see. The grand object of travelling is to see the
shores of the Mediterranean.
I observed the great defect of the tragedy of Othello was,
that it had not a moral; for that no man could resist the cir-
cumstances of suspicion which were artfully suggested to
Othello's mind. JOHNSON. eln the first place, Sir, we learn
from Othello this very useful moral, not to make an unequal.
match; in the second place, we learn not to yield too readily
to suspicion. The handkerchief is merely a trick, though a
very pretty trick; but there are no other circumstances of
reasonable suspicion, except what is related by lago of
Ckssio's warm expressions concerning Desdemona in his
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